
Staffordshire Police, Fire and Crime Panel 
 

Report of the Chairman of the Police, Fire and Crime Panel 
 

To Staffordshire County Council 
 

In accordance with agreed practice, I am reporting on matters dealt with 
by the Police, Fire and Crime Panel at its meeting on 3 July 2023 pm. 

 
The main item considered was:  

 
Consideration of proposed appointment to the post if Section 151 

Officer (Chief Finance Officer) 
 

The Secretary to the Panel’s report explained that the Panel was 

required to hold a Confirmation Hearing following receipt of formal 
notification by the Police Fire and Crime Commissioner of his wish to 

appoint his preferred candidate for the post of Director of Finance 
Section 151 Officer.   

 
The report explained that guidance on the role of the Panel, 

recommended that through questioning of the candidate they should 
consider the ‘professional competence’ and ‘personal independence’ of 

the individual. To assist, the Panel had been provided with the 
preferred candidates CV in advance of the meeting and a job 

description/person specification was attached to the agenda. 
  

The Commissioner reported on the detailed and lengthy process 
followed by him to recruit a new Director of Finance and Section 151 

Officer for the Commissioners Office.  He reported that Katharine Ross 

was his preferred candidate.  
 

Ms Ross briefly summarised her career, work experience and 
achievements to date.  

 
The Panel questioned her on various issues including her experience of 

managing change, delivering results, working with partners, agencies 
and the public and measuring performance. 

 
The Panel adjourned to consider their decision.  Upon reconvening, 

they informed the Commissioner that they recommended that he 
proceed with the appointment of Ms Ross as the Director of Finance 

and Section 151 Officer. 
 

Webcast can be found at Browse meetings - Staffordshire Police, Fire and 

Crime Panel - Staffordshire County Council 
 

https://moderngov.staffordshire.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CommitteeId=1150
https://moderngov.staffordshire.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CommitteeId=1150


For more information on these meetings or on the Police, Fire and Crime 
Panel in general please contact Mandy Pattinson  

e mail mandy.pattinson@staffordshire.gov.uk 
 

Details of Panel meetings are issued to contact officers in each of the 
District/Borough Councils in the County and Stoke-on-Trent City Council 

for posting on their own web sites. 
 

Councillor Bernard Peters (Chair)  
Staffordshire Police, Fire and Crime Panel                       
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